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Gisburn in Craven; Gisburne; Cromwells Basin; Castle in Craven 


Once upon a time, in the civil parish of Newsholme, in the historic county of Yorkshire, there 
was a small village called Gisburn. The village was nestled in the heart of the beautiful 
countryside, surrounded by rolling hills and lush green fields. The people of Gisburn were 
hardworking and friendly, and they had lived in this area for generations. 

In the center of the village stood a magnificent castle, known as Castle in Craven. The castle had 
been built in the 12th century and was once the home of powerful lords and ladies. But now, it 
lay in ruins, with only its stone walls and a few crumbling towers standing as a testament to its 
former glory. 

Despite its state of disrepair, the castle remained a source of pride for the people of Gisburn. 
They would often gather at the foot of the castle walls to recount stories of its past and to marvel 
at its grandeur. 

One day, a group of young children were playing in a nearby field when they stumbled upon an 
old ringwork, known as Cromwell's Basin. The children were amazed by the ancient structure 
and they ran back to the village to tell the adults. 

Soon, the news of the discovery spread throughout the village, and everyone was eager to see 
the ringwork for themselves. The villagers gathered at the site, and they marveled at the circular 
mound and the earthen breastwork that surrounded it. 

As they explored the area, they also discovered a small square fort called Castle Haugh, which 
was located on the high bank of the River Ribble. The fort was in excellent condition, and the 
villagers were thrilled to find an old earthen urn buried nearby. 

The discovery of these ancient structures filled the villagers with a sense of pride and wonder. 
They realized that their village had a rich history and that they were connected to the land in 
ways they had never imagined. 

From that day forward, the people of Gisburn became even more determined to preserve their 
heritage. They worked tirelessly to restore the castle and to protect the ancient ringwork and fort 
from further damage. 

And so, the village of Gisburn continued to thrive, with its people holding fast to their traditions 
and their deep connection to the land they called home. 


By Donald Jay 


